
The 3rd Global Women of Light Symposium 
Dear colleague, 

WiSTEE Connect (Women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Entrepreneurship) is collaborating 
with the OSA Foundation to organize the 3rd Global Women of Light (GWL) 
at the 2018 Frontiers in Optics on 16 September 2018 in Washington DC, US.  The program will be hosted 
at the The Optical Society (OSA) from 9:00-16:00.

To register for this event please sign up by clicking here. Note that registration for the symposium is 
free, and registration for the OSA conference is not required to attend this symposium.

The program highlights a panel and round-table discussions centered on the theme
Dr. Christie 

Canaria, director, U.S. National Cancer Institute, SBIR Development Center; Dr. Ursula Gibson, professor, 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway; Dr. Ulrike Fuchs, vice president, Asphericon 
GmbH, Germany; Dr. Deborah Goodings, director, National Science Foundation; and Cathy Long, 
associate division chief, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. A

will be led by Mary Burkhardt, Lead Peak Performance LLC. Ms. Elizabeth Rogan, 
CEO of OSA, will give an opening speech Aro, 

Changing the System Not 
A networking session will close out the day and provide an opportunity for informal discussion. 

A community of women across career ranks and disciplines in STEM and Entrepreneurship will continue 
to be built, creating cross-pollinated best practices and strategies across sectors. Career growth, mobility, 
mentorship, and leadership will be collectively developed by this community.

The first and second WiSTEE GWL Symposia in 2016 and 2017 shone light upon women's careers in 
STEM and Entrepreneurship. Approximately 100 individuals from 25 countries and 80 institutions attended 
each symposium. The attendees were from various career paths such as faculty members, students, 
scientists, engineers, researchers, program managers, entrepreneurs, and business executives. The past
GWL Symposium info can be found at www.wisteeconnect.org.

thought-provoking and impactful program focused on moving the careers of women in our field forward. 

Sincerely, 

Jie Qiao, Ph.D, M.B.A.
Founder and President of WISTEE Connect 
www.wisteeconnect.org
Associate Professor
Chester F. Carlson Center for Imaging Science
Rochester Institute of Technology
Email: qiao@cis.rit.edu
http://www.rit.edu/science/people/jie-qiao



The Third Global Women of Light Symposium

Sunday, 16 September

The Optical Society
2010 Massachusetts Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20036 USA

Agenda

8:00 9:00 Check-In, Breakfast and Networking

9:00 9:30 Welcome Remarks: WiSTEE Connect Introduction
Jie Qiao, Chair and President
WiSTEE Connect

9:30 9:45 Opening Speech: Advancing Women in Optics
Elizabeth Rogan, CEO
OSA, The Optical Society 

9:45 11:30 Panel Discussion: Career Strategies for Women in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Entrepreneurship

Christie Canaria, Program Director
National Cancer Institute, SBIR 
Development Center, USA

Ursula Gibson, Professor
Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology, Norway

Ulrike Fuchs, Vice President
Asphericon Gmbh, Germany

Deborah Goodings, Division Director
National Science Foundation, USA

Cathy Long, Associate Division Chief
NASA / Goddard Space Flight Center, USA

11:30 11:45 Group Photo

11:45 12:45 Lunch
OSA Foundation Introduction    Keynote Speech:

Changing the System Not the People
Chad Stark, Executive Director             Jessie DeAro, Program Director
OSA Foundation    National Science Foundation

12:45 15:45 Career Strategy Workshop and Round-Table Discussion

The Art and Science of Thriving Women 
Mary Burkhardt, CEO
Lead Peak Performance, LLC

15:45 16:00

16:00 17:00

Closing Remarks
Jie Qiao, Chair and President
WiSTEE Connect

Networking Session (6th floor or OSA)












